

Profile

I have been writing for and working on the web since 1995, which was also the year I started seminary. I am actively looking for ways to merge my technical experience and my religious interests and education. For my final project in my D.Min. I hope to find a way to better integrate technology with pastoral practices.

My experience writing on the web has been extremely varied, from the very technical to the very personal. I have worked with many different kinds of groups in many different kinds of situations. I am used to both setting my own goals as well as responding to those with specific needs, requests, or expectations. 

Pastoral Experience

Pastor, 1st Presbyterian Church; Gallipolis, OH — 2003-current

During my time as the solo pastor at FPC Gallipolis, I have been writing for various online communities in my spare time.

Associate Pastor, 1st Presbyterian Church; Gainesville, FL — 1998-2003

Under the heading of “other duties as assigned” my work as Associate Pastor included registering a domain name, setting up and maintaining a website for the church, as well as email lists and other computer related needs for the office of about 20 computers, including helping the Director of Christian Education with a student computer lab for the Rotation Sunday School program.

Technical/Online Experience

Writer, The Unofficial apple weblog — 2009-current

I was invited to become a writer for The Unofficial Apple Weblog (TUAW.com) based on articles that I had written on my own site. These articles are most often news, opinion pieces or software reviews, including reviews of the Logos and Accordance Bible programs.  Developers who have written Bible-related software for the Mac and iPhone have begun requesting me specifically to review their software. You can find my articles at http://luo.ma/tuaw.

Webmaster, Transition Into ministry; online — 2006-2010

David Wood and I met at a Continuing Education event while he was the Director of the Transition into Ministry (TiM) program.  We started talking about his ideas for a TiM website (www.transitionintoministry,org). I was hired to consult in the design process, create a database of TiM members and alumni, copyedit articles, and provide technical support to their users.

Webmaster, Presbytery of Scioto Valley; online — 2007-2010

The Executive & Associate Executive Presbyters asked me to turn their printed newsletter (eliminated due to budget cuts) into an electronic version.  I created and edited a weekly electronic newsletter which was emailed out to several hundred members of the Presbytery. This eventually led to a complete redesign of their website, editing and posting submitted content, and designing and maintaining information architecture.

Associate Writer, Palm addicts website; online — 2006-2008

I bought my first Palm (a IIIxe) back at the turn of the millennium because it allowed me to carry my calendar and the entire church membership database in my pocket. A few years later I moved up to a Treo (combination Palm Pilot and cell phone) and started writing software reviews and opinion pieces for an extremely popular Palm website. You can find my articles here at http://luo.ma/palm.

Education

Allegheny College, Meadville, PA — Dual B.A. In English and Religious Studies, 1995

Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton NJ — M.Div, 1998

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh, PA — D.Min, expected graduation 2011

Publications

Most of my writing about religion has been done either through sermons, classwork, or informally online; however, two of the ones which were published seem relevant to mention here:

“A Confidence Born of Support” about my experiences with the Transition Into Ministry program.  This was published in Congregations, Alban, 2006-10-01, Fall 2006, Number 4, and can be found online at http://luo.ma/alban.


“‘Ideally’ doesn’t live here any more” about my own spiritual journey was published in the PC(USA)’s Spiritual Formation magazine, Hungryhearts (Fall 2007). You can download it at http://luo.ma/hungryhearts2007 (1.4 MB PDF).

Primary References

David J. Wood, former director of the Transition Into Ministry program, is now the senior pastor of Glencoe Union Church, 263 Park Ave, Glencoe, IL 60022. He can be reached at djwood56@me.com or 847-687-9077.

Jeannie Harsh,  Associate Executive Presbytery, Presbytery of Scioto Valley, can be reached at jeannie@psvonline.org or 614-562-1775.

Mike Rose, editor, The Unofficial Apple Weblog, can be reached at mike@tuaw.com or 646-714-2470. 

Secondary References

If additional information is necessary, the following people have in-depth knowledge of working with me on a day-to-day basis.

Rev. Dr. Michael G. Cartwright, Director, Lantz Center for Christian Vocations, University of Indianapolis. 1400 E Hanna Ave, Indianapolis, IN, 46227. He can be reached at mcartwright@uindy.edu or 317-919-5516.  I served as his research assistant when he was preparing A Royal Priesthood for publication.
Mrs. Leslee Kirkconnell, Resource Center Director and Educator, Presbytery of Tampa Bay, 4704 Kelly Road, Tampa 33615. She can be reached at dceleslee@yahoo.com or 352-339-1950.  Leslee and I were on staff together for five years at the First Presbyterian Church of Gainesville, Florida.
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